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Joel D. Sollender is a combat veteran of World War II, who enlisted in the 

Army in 1943 at the age of 18, and fought with the 346th Regiment, 87th “Golden 

Acorn” Division of Gen. George S. Patton Jr.’s 3rd Army in northern France.  He 

was taken prisoner in December, 1944, by a German Army tank crew during the 

Lorraine Campaign on the Siegfried Line. 

The Siegfried Line extended from northern France through Luxembourg and 

Belgium to Holland, and saw some of the bloodiest battles of WWII. They 

included the Battle of Hurtgen Forest, where 24,000 American soldiers lost their 

lives, and the Battle of the Bulge, where 19,000 were killed. 

When Pvt. Sollender – a platoon scout – reached France in October 1944, 

the 3rd Army was beginning an advance across the Saar River, where it 

encountered the start of the German Ardennes Offensive.  During the Lorraine 

Campaign, the 3rd Army sustained 55,182 combat casualties, including 6,657 

killed, 36,406 wounded, and 12,119 missing in action. 

Captured Dec. 11, 1944, Pvt. Sollender spent four months as a prisoner of 

war, until Russian forces liberated him in late April 1945.  Realizing that the 

Russians actually were holding American soldiers hostage, he and a fellow 

soldier managed to escape, and made their way 40 miles across hostile German 

territory to American lines.   

Promoted to corporal before he was released from active duty, Sollender 

earned the Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster signifying 

multiple wounds, Prisoner of War Medal, and the Combat Infantry Badge. 
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Following the War, Sollender returned to his home in New York City, and 

graduated with honors from New York University with a bachelor’s degree in 

accounting.   

He became a Certified Public Accountant in 1947.  He was a staff auditor 

with the accounting firm of Ernst & Whinney from 1946 to 1950. 

In 1950, Sollender joined United Merchants & Manufacturers, Inc., of New 

York, serving until 1986 in a number of positions, including chief accounting 

officer, controller, senior vice president, and member of the Board of Directors.  

From 1986 to 1989, he was associate director of the New York Historical Society, 

then joined Piedmont Industries as vice president of finance.   

From 1990 to 1992, Sollender served as executive vice president and chief 

financial officer of Earthworm, Inc., a company that provides recycling programs 

for businesses. 

After retiring to San Diego in 1992, Sollender was selected in 1994 by the 

U.S. Department of State to serve as volunteer senior consultant for restructuring 

a major textile complex in Kazakhstan. 

In San Diego, he has served on the advisory council of San Diego State 

University, and in various financial roles with the San Diego Museum of Art, the 

Globe Theater, and the San Diego Youth Symphony. 

Joel D. Sollender was born in New York City on Nov. 11, 1924, the son of 

Samuel and Flora S. Sollender.  In 1958, he married Dorothy Leaf.  The couple 

had two adult sons, the late Jeffrey D. of La Jolla, a managing partner of Forward 

Ventures, a bio-tech venture capital firm; and Jonathan L. of Denver, a plastic 

surgeon specializing in micro-hand surgery.  
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Joel and Dorothy Sollender live in Poway.  They have six grandchildren, two 

of whom live in La Jolla.  One is studying art in Portland, Ore., and the other 

attends La Jolla Country Day School. 

Four grandchildren live in Denver.  One grandson is a member of the ROTC 

program at Purdue University, and has been accepted into pilot training, upon 

graduation.  Another grandson has been accepted into the ROTC program at 

The Citadel in South Carolina.  A granddaughter attends Dartmouth College, and 

has been accepted for early admission at Dartmouth’s medical school. 

A full biography of Joel Sollender can be found in Who’s Who in America. 
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